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and play the organ for me, which was built by a former Duke,
and the day began with an hour of Bach. The Duke disliked
Bach. After the organ recital I began work. In the evening
there was more Bach $ the Duke was bored by it and asked
why we did not care for jazz or night-club music. His idea
of a great man, he freely said, was someone like Luigi, who
ran a fashionable club.

One day the Duke asked me to see the Chapel of Blenheim.
We entered a building totally devoid of Christian symbolism
or Christian feeling. I said : " I see nothing of Christianity
here.7' The Duke said : " The Marlboroughs are worshipped
here,"

On this visit I tried to make a second study of the Duchess,
but only succeeded in making a sketch. I had earlier made a
study of the Duchess which I still have. This bust, which is
somewhat stylised, was the cause, I was told when exhibiting
it, of great uneasiness amongst English patronesses of artists,
who expect a work to be entirely lacking in any character and
would rather have a portrait lacking all distinction than one
which possessed psychological or plastic qualities, and a
combination of these qualities is abhorrent to those ill-
educated snobs who run about London airing their money-
bag opinions, and who dominate with their loud-voiced
arrogance the exhibiting world.

The Duchess, at whose instigation the portrait of the Duke
was undertaken, was a woman r great discrimination in Art,
and owned works by Rodin and ^egas, and had known both
these artists, and thoroughly understood what an artist was
aiming at.

Blenheim Palace, when I was there, had been denuded of
its fine Rubens, and I thought the pictures, of which there
were quantities, were mediocre. A large and vulgar Sargent
dominated one room, and in another the place of honour
was occupied by a flashy BoldinL

The modern artist has the ambition of rivalling the great
Renaissance masters and imagines himself in the place of
Titian or Mantegna decorating Palaces, and given the opportu-
nity to do honour to his craft and give immortality to the